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Tapping the DRC’s
Immense Agricultural
Potential

¥ he Democratic Republic of Congo
{DRC) has long been recognized for
its abundance of natural resources, espe.
cially its mineral riches. Untl recenthy
however, little attention has been given to
the country’s vast agricultural potential; if
unleashed, this potential could significantly
reduce poverty, hunger, and malnutrition,
which affect more than 70 percent of the
population.

The Ministry of Agriculture and

Fural Development is currently crafting an T h = I 0 Pe rcen t t h a,t c

agricuttural development strategy to
address these issues. It invited IFPRI to co- C H

host a workshop on September 17-18 in ha‘nge Afrlca’
Kinshasa on “Achieving Food and Mutrition
security in the DRC Immediate Actions
and Long-Term Investrments in Agriculturs”
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Five years ago, before the emergence of a global food-price crisis, African leaders
pledged to increase support for agriculture. Recognizing the importance of a strong
in order 1o bring together international agricultural sector for economic growth and paverty reduction, they made a
researchers and Congolese experts and commitment to invest |0 percent of their national budgets in agriculture by 2008,
policymakers, As 2008 comes to an end, where do things stand?

"If the DRCs immense potential is

tapped, the country could win the fight Ithough the recent global food- the decade, they mer in Maputo,

against poverty and hunger at home, and L price crisis has pur a renewed Mozambique in 2003 and pledged to
supply food to much of Africa,” said IFPRI spotlight on agriculture, African heads  allocare 10 percent of their budgets to
Djr_emr G?neral Joachin von Braun, of state placed it on their agendas agriculrure by 2008, That 10-percent
while speaking at the workshop."But several years ago. Spurred on by a commirment was designed to put

agricultural growth and development ; : :
2 & P drought emergency in the early part of  African countries on track ro reach the
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