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editorial

Benefits to Australia

]

31.9 billgn is a significant retura or investment in any language, the more so when
the upfront expenditure & about 52 billon. A recent meta-analysis of iImpacts from a
selection of ACIAR projects, independently assessed 1o determing BCenomic returns,

found $319 billion as the 1otal benefits accruing. The $2.3 billion is the total expenditure by

ACIAR in three decades of research

Some 52.2 biliion of the 10 Australian agriculture This dwidend
reflects the flow of benefits batweean pastner countries (mare than 0% of project outcomes,
and Australia (around 7=10% of returns), ACIARS international reputation is built on the
outcomes of projects reaching poor smallholder farmers, helping them o escape poverty,

Inevitably the returms overseas will be greater because that is the primary r'-.';cus of the

research and the base to build on is lar iower than that of Australian agricuit

ACIAR achieves such high returns by creating partnerships that meet l'H‘ i >Hll-" of

our partner countries, Because these partnerships intersect with Australian expertise, some

benefits inevilably accrue Back home, To paraphrase Derek Tribe, by doing good cverseas we

also do well nere in Australia

These penafits are not exclusively spill-over benefits in the true meaning of that term;
benefits came fram engaging Australian scientists ¢ mutual problems shared with
developing countries, Doing research that links Australian and
sclentlsts provides a domestic focus on similar problems,

anefils dCcrue back

Dartner courntry 1esearncn

To paraphrase Derek Tribe, by doing good overseas
we also do well here in Australia.

From this research Australia gans

knowledge and expertise, building our domestic research capacity

expasura to 1he cantrol and management of exotic pests and ciseases offshore
potental rrade rncpcm nities

access te germplasm for the species —all int roduced
funding for some niche industries and commaodities otherwise attracting kmited or no
research

new industries and commadity oppartunities

nnevations in farm management and improved approaches 1o regulatory compliance
aved land, sols and waler management

h ose pepefits add significantly to a range of Austrahan agricultusal initiatives. This

ells some of the stories of thase benefits and the people who help make

that we farm
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therm happen.

Pepple such as

D Jes Sammut, whose involvement with ACIAR highlights how this
engd qrks so well domestically as well as internatiorally. His work with ACIAR has
led 10 new breakthroughs on a previously little-understood fish disease and its link 10 1he
axposure of solls by farmers, [he result is a natonal management strategy in Australia and a
range of policy Initiatves in Indonesia.

O 2r Sam Periyannan, who qrew up on afarm i India ang wt made a crucial
contribution to & joint ACAR, (518G and Grains Research and Deveiopment Corporation
study that isolated a gene providing resistance against the stem rust Lg99, which was
threatening wheat yields across the Middle East and India anc s considered & grave: threal
10 Australia’s shoutd it find its way here

Amang the contributions 1o Australian agnculture also reported are: research intc ¢
drought toierance; the emergence of an Australian sandalwood njmlr yiarange of efforts
to strengihen offshore quarantine and to protect fishing resources shared with our neares:
neighbours, research that is helping Australian farmers save water; and the
impartant germptasm, All have as a commeon feature: ACIAR research funding. The benefits
that accrue are significant

Through ACIAR'S partnershio mode! apportunities to link domestic skills and needs 1o
international development help create wins for all partners,

As the CEO of Australigs National Farmers' Federation says an page 7-"Linking domestic
ROAE prionties with ACIAR'S work in developing countries is critical to.ensuring that Australlan
aqueulture cantinues to benefit from investment in international RDEE" @
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