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Land and the
Millennium
Development Goals

Threa-gquarters of the world's poor,
about 900 million psople, live in rural
areas and depend on agriculture and
related activities for their livelihoods.
In order to cut poverty in half by
2015, as set out in the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs), access
to land for the rural poor and
landless must be at the centre of
national and international policies.

Links between MDGs and Land

Goal 1: Eradicate extreme hunger
and poverty. The majority of the
extreme poor live in rural areas and
are heavily dependent on land and
other natural resources for their
livelihood. Secure access o
common  property  resources s
particularly important to eradicating
extreme hunger and poverty in rural
dareas.

Goal 3: Promote gender equality and
empower women.  Women's land
rights are central to food security,
particularly in regions where women
are responsible for the bulk of

household agricultural wark. Equal
inheritance  rights and equal
representation, through bath
customary and statutory tenure
processes, are necessary o ensure
rural women's empowearmant.

Goal 7. Ensuring environmental
sustainabifity.  Owver-exploitation of
land  resources by commercial
interests — particularly where illegal
appropriation occurs — is a leading
cause of environmental degradation.
Greater tenure security for poor
peaple can BNCourage

environmentally sustainable land-
use practices.

Many of the basic principles
underpinning  the MDGs  also

reinforce the land agenda.

The principles of  freedom  and
equality recognize the right for
smalholders,  women, landless
populations and indigenous peoples
to organize themselves — without
threat or intimidation by state or
private interests — to  influence
political processes related to land.

The principles of solidarity  and
shared rasponsibility call upon both
governments  and
organizations to:

international

approach to combating powverty and
hunger, including through land and
agrarian reform,

A five-year review of progress
toward the MDGs will occur this
year, providing important

opportunities  for the International
Land Coalition (ILC) members and
partners  to  promote  the land
agenda. In July 2005, the ECOS0C
High Level Segment in Geneva will
focus on achieving internationally-

agreed-upon  development goals,
including those set forth in the
MDGs. The results from this will

feed into a High Level Summit on
the Millennium Development Goals,
planned to take place in September
2005 at UM Headquarters in Mew
York.

ILC pariners are encouraged lo
share their thoughts and
suggestions for inclusion in the ILC's
recommendations to  the MDGs
review process wia E-maid o
coalition @ifad.org.

For additional information about the
MDGs:  www.undngls.org™MDG or
Wi . ongdmiflenniumaoals




