~ women greater responsibility
for rural production

Rural women workers have
been displaced by
mechanisation and must
learn new skills

More than half of women
agricultural labourers work in
fruit and vegetable crops

Use of pesticides is a health
threat to women who work
in field crops

FACT SHEET MALAYSIA
Rural Women .-
in the Malaysian
Economy

GENERAL PROFILE

Population

Mualaysia, with a land arca of 336 745 ki,
consists of Peninsular Malavsia and of
Sarawak and Sabah oo the island of
Lorneo (Chee and Peng). Malavsia's
population of 23 000 00 1s projected to
reach 31 580 000 by 2020, although the
rate of population growth is decliniog
from 2.44 percent i 1993 1o a projected
166 in 2005, Likewise, the fertility
rate that was 3,26 children per woman
in 1995 15 falling o a projected 2.62 in
2005 Women are 49 pereent of the
population. Malavsia’s population is
voung; 32 percent is under 15 years
of age. 14 percent 15 of working age
[153-04 wearst and 4 percent s 63 vears
or older. Life expectancy for women is
7 vears and for men, 72 vears (UNESA).
The projected population growth rate und
the total Fertility rate are shown in the
following table.

Frojected Popuolation Trends
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As recently as 1990, the Malavsian
population  was  omainly  raral, bt
morvement to urban areas has been rapid.
By 2002, 59 percent of the populalion
[iwed in urban arcas.  Projections
anticipate that 74 percent of the population
will be urban by 2020, Rapid urbanisation
has resulted mouneven development, The
tedal incidence of poverty for Malaysia is
7.5 percent (UINESA) The poverty rate
in rural areas is 12,4 percent, while the
rate in urban areas is 2.4 percent (Masud
and Paim).
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Education

Malavsia’s  constilution  guarantces
the right of education to all, and the
government provides 11 years ol {ree,
noa-compulsory basic education. The
educational system consists of six primary
vears, two lower secondary vears and
three upper secondary vears. There are no
restriclions on girl™s participation in the
educational system.  Girls” participation
rate 15 slightly higher than that of hovs at
the primary level and the dillerence
widens ut Lhe secondary level where
950 percent of girls amend compared 1o
833 percent of bovs, Tewer girls drop oul
compared (o bovs at both the primary and
secondary levels,
Participation in Education
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Women's  participation  in o tertiary
ciducation varies from 30 percent of
enrolment at palviechnics, to 66 percent at
teacher raining colleges and 34 percent at
public mstitutions of higher learning. In
the public institutions of higher learning,
waomen dominate in arts (61 percent),
science {58 percent) and law (63 percent).
[n engincering, however, women arg
24 percent of enrolment, and they are
26 percent in the rechnical stream
(Malaysia: LEFA, 20010,

As a consequence of women’s increased
participation in education, the adult
literacy rate for women rose from
T4 percenl o L9900 o B3 in 2000
(UMICEF). Covernment progranimes to
mncorporate functional literacy curricula
mto socio-economic programmes [or
rural populations address some of the
educational needs of rural women,
Aduolt education programmes include
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